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 Course Overview:  

In Advanced Placement Language and Composition, students will be challenged to read and 

write at the college level and to identify, employ, and analyze the elements of effective 

writing. By adhering to the requirements described in the Advanced Placement Course 

Description: English, the curriculum encourages students to perform at academic levels 

comparable to their most talented peers throughout the country. This course will be 

considerably more challenging, and rigorous than the general education class offered, and is 

designed to provide students with the opportunity to carefully analyze a wide range of 

nonfiction prose and poetry as well as canonical works of fiction for rhetorical purposes. 

Students will read the selected texts and discuss which rhetorical mode fits each piece and 

why. Students will utilize the ACES, CHELPASS, SSEEIT, and SOAPSTone strategies, techniques 

and graphic organizers and apply them to works of fiction and nonfiction. Although students 

will have the opportunity to write in a variety of genres, the majority of writing assignments 

will tackle persuasive or analytical tasks. Students also will develop research skills and utilize 

them in a variety of assignments. 

Course Objectives: 

 *Students will identify the author’s style in terms of sentence structure, diction, tone, and 

figurative language.  

*Students will identify simple and complex rhetorical devices used such as:  allusion, analogy, 

antithesis, repetition, alliteration, parallelism, personification, metaphor, irony, satire, 

paradox, oxymoron, anecdote, and other devices. 

 *Students will utilize close reading of texts to identify specific rhetorical patterns by stating 

the page number, line number, column or paragraph where the rhetorical device is located.  
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*Students will study rhetoric analyzing visual media and images such as advertisements, 

cartoons, films, and photographs for form, function and appeals of pathos, logos, and ethos. 

Additionally, students will review magazine and newspaper ads to discuss which logical 

fallacies might be used.  

*Students will write at least one paper from four of the eight rhetorical forms discussed in 

their primary text, The Language of Composition: narration, description, process analysis, 

exemplification, comparison and contrast, classification and division, cause and effect, and 

definition. These four essays will be written in class or as an overnight homework and graded 

as rough drafts. The drafts will then be peer edited during conferencing periods and students 

will submit a final draft that will be evaluated utilizing the AP scoring guide. Completed pieces 

will be kept in each student’s writing portfolio.  

*Students will write two document based questionnaire essays – one each semester. Each 

paper will be based on the readings, rhetorical forms, and multiple sources. Students will be 

required to find and use both primary and secondary source information from the author’s 

background to connect to the text they are writing about in their paper. All DBQ’s must 

employ the conventions to cite sources as well as structure their papers according to MLA 

guidelines. 

 *Students will work independently on sample writing questions provided by the College Board 

as part of their weekly review activities. Answers will be reviewed as to why one is more 

correct than another, etc. to insure students grasp the nuances of the responses.  

*Students will learn a vast array of rhetorical vocabulary, gleaned from various collections of 

literary terms and rhetorical techniques.  

*Students will practice identifying a variety of sentence structures as well as subordination 

and coordination. Additionally students will review writing strategies such as organization, 

coherence, paragraph unity, etc. that will connect to the day’s readings.  

*Quizzes will be used primarily to check for reading and basic understanding of a selection. 

Vocabulary, grammar, and mechanics will be quizzed through the use of practice tests from AP 

workbooks. Tests will be based on rhetorical forms, stylistic devices, and rhetorical devices in 

specific reading passages. 

 

Required Materials: 

Students are responsible for having the following materials in class each day: 

 Charged iPad 

 Writer’s Composition Book 



 3 Ring Binder w/ 5 dividers & paper  

 Pens and pencils (AP timed writings are in pen only) 

 

Controversial Texts in AP Language: 

Issues that might, from a particular social, historical, or cultural viewpoints, be considered 

controversial, including references to ethnicities, nationalities, religions, races, dialects, 

gender, or class, may be addressed in texts that are appropriate to the AP English Language 

and Composition course. Fair representation of issues and peoples may occasionally include 

controversial material. Since AP students have chosen a program that directly involves them in 

college-level work, participation in this course depends on a level of maturity consistent with 

the age of high school students who have engaged in thoughtful analysis of a variety of texts. 

 

Texts:  Shea, Renee H., Lawrence Scanlon and Robin Dissin Aufses. The Language of 

Composition, Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008 

            Cohen, Samuel. 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology, 5th Edition, Boston: Bedford /St. 

Martin’s, 2004 

 

Unit 1 – War & Peace   (Weeks 1-12)     

Lessons will include activities to review grammar, syntax, and vocabulary; introducing students 

to rhetorical devices; teaching research skills and strategies involved with in-text citations, 

works cited, and primary and secondary sources. Students will also learn annotation and note 

taking skills, as well as journaling techniques. After reading the selections, discussion to 

include analysis of general and specific details authors use to address their topics, style 

elements, figurative language, tone, audience and purpose. 

Rhetorical Device Boot Camp (Weeks 1-3) 

Students will identify simple and complex rhetorical devices used such as:  allusion, analogy, 

antithesis, repetition, alliteration, parallel structure, metaphor, irony, satire, paradox, parody, 

anecdote, and other devices. The students will be introduced to these concepts while learning 

to annotate in the Cornell Note-taking format. The students will be given definitions, 

examples, and visuals to help engage them, and various Kagan strategies such as Mix Pair 

Share, Quiz-Quiz Trade, and Rally Robin in order to cement the concepts. 

 

Readings: Non-Fiction & Meta-Fiction: 



*Students will identify the author’s style in terms of sentence structure, diction, tone, and 

figurative language.  

*Students will identify simple and complex rhetorical devices used such as:  allusion, analogy, 

antithesis, repetition, alliteration, parallelism, personification, metaphor, irony, satire, 

paradox, oxymoron, anecdote, and other devices. 

*Students will utilize close reading of texts to identify specific rhetorical patterns by stating the 

page number, line number, column or paragraph where the rhetorical device is located.  

 

The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien-(Class Set) 

Thank You for Arguing by Jay Heinrichs-(Downloads) 

Crazy Horse and Custer: The Parallel Lives of Two American Warriors (TC) 

Shooting an Elephant by George Orwell (Norton P.750 & Stucky P.122) 

Empire of the Summer Moon by S.C. Gwynne (Teacher copy) 

A Modest Proposal by Jonathan Swift (Norton P.756) 

Polyphemus Moth by Annie Dillard (Stucky) 

  

Speeches & Essays: 

The Declaration of Independence by Thomas Jefferson (Norton P.773) 

Declaration of War by FDR   

Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance Speech-1950- by William Faulkner 

Surrender Speech by Chief Joseph 

Commencement Address- MSU-1961-Douglas MacArthur (Stucky P.35) 

The Third Philippic by Demosthenes  

On War by James Boswell (Norton P.66) 

 

Songs & Poems: 

*Students will identify the author’s style in terms of sentence structure, diction, tone, and 

figurative language.  



*Students will identify simple and complex rhetorical devices used such as:  allusion, analogy, 

antithesis, repetition, alliteration, parallelism, personification, metaphor, irony, satire, 

paradox, oxymoron, anecdote, and other devices. 

 

 Ohio by Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Young 

For What it’s Worth by Buffalo Springfield 

The Man He Killed by Thomas Hardy 

Have You Forgotten by Daryl Worley 

Rooster by Alice in Chains 

Born in the USA by Bruce Springsteen  

Sam Stone by John Prine 

Games without Frontiers by Peter Gabriel 

Copperhead Road by Steve Earle 

 

Film or Video: 

*Students will study rhetoric analyzing visual media and images such as advertisements, 

cartoons, films, and photographs for form, function and appeals of pathos, logos, and ethos. 

Additionally, students will review magazine and newspaper ads to discuss which logical 

fallacies might be used.  

 

Kent State University Protest- You Tube 

Platoon (Burning a Village) by Oliver Stone 

Born in the USA by Bruce Springsteen 

 

  

 Visuals: 

*Students will study rhetoric analyzing visual media and images such as advertisements, 

cartoons, films, and photographs for form, function and appeals of pathos, logos, and ethos. 

Additionally, students will review magazine and newspaper ads to discuss which logical 

fallacies might be used.  



 

Seeing Connections p.432-The Language of Composition 

Vietnam Images- Napalmed Village 

Ted Talks 

Political Cartoons- Vietnam era 

 

Assessment: Rhetorical Analysis Essay- Vietnam Unit (C5)  

*Writing component will include a rhetorical analysis essay based on the reading selections, 

songs, and images of the Vietnam era. The students will follow the writing process of 

researching, drafting, a peer editing conference, a second draft, a teacher/student conference, 

a self-revision draft, and a final essay for evaluation. 

Journal Assignments- Annotation 

The Things They Carried- Timed Rhetorical Analysis Practice Essay 

Socratic Seminar-The Things They Carried 

*Quizzes on readings to check for understanding of meaning and strategies. 

*Quizzes on vocabulary from the student list.  

 Feedback will include a review of Standard English practices, clear transitions, specific 

evidence of thesis, as well as sustained argument or point if applicable.  

 

Unit 2- “…and justice for all.”  (Weeks 13-24) 

 

Readings: Non-Fiction: 

The Devil’s Highway by Luis Alberto Urrea- (teacher copy) 

Letter from a Birmingham Jail by Martin Luther King Jr. (Norton P.806, L&C P.513) 

The Truth about Invasive Species by Alan Burdick (50 Essays P.79) 

The Paranoid Style of American Policing by Ta-Nehisi Coates (50 Essays P.99) 

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates (L of C P.982) 

 



Speeches and Essays: 

What to the Slave is the Fourth of July by Frederick Douglas (35 Great) 

Second Inaugural Address by Abraham Lincoln (Norton P.801) 

Quit India by Mahatma Gandhi (35 Greatest Speeches in History) 

How to Tame a Wild Tongue by Gloria Anzaldua (50 Essays-p.27) 

Inaugural Address by JFK 

Black Men and Public Space by Brent Staples (Norton P.267) 

The Myth of the Latin Woman by Judith Ortiz Cofer (50 Essays P.103) 

The Ugly Tourist by Jamaica Kincaid (50 Essays P.206) 

Campaign Speech by George Wallace 

Twitter/Tweets by Donald J. Trump 

 

Songs and Poems: 

The Royal Scam by Steely Dan 

Alabama & Southern Man by Neil Young 

The Immigrant Song by Plant and Page (blind version) 

Oxford Town by Bob Dylan 

Migra by Carlos Santana 

Trees by Rush 

Living for the City by Stevie Wonder 

Ball of Confusion by Temptations 

The Snake read by Donald J. Trump 

 

Film or Video: 

Mississippi Burning-film clip 

Inaugural Address by JFK 

Hurricane- Film clip 



The Way It Is by Bruce Hornsby- Video 

Ted Talks 

 

Visuals: 

She Walked Alone (Stucky P.35)  

The Royal Scam (Album Cover) 

Seeing Connections (Language of Comp. P.526) 

Baltimore Violence (Language of Comp. P.984) 

Stop (Language of Comp. P.987-992) 

Seeing Connections- Colin Kaepernick (Language of Comp. P.1013) 

Justice and Divine Vengeance (Language of Comp. P.1055) 

Seeing Connections-Django (Language of Comp. P.1057) 

Political Cartoons- Civil Rights & immigration 

 

Assessment:  DBQ-Argumentative Essay- Immigration Unit (C6) 

*Writing component will include an argumentative essay based on reading selections, poems, 

speeches, and images concerning immigration and its related issues. The students will follow 

the DBQ process of researching, drafting, a peer editing conference, a second draft, a 

teacher/student conference, a self-revision draft, and a final essay for evaluation. 

Journal Assignments- Annotation 

Argumentative Essay- Immigration 

Socratic Seminar-The Devil’s Highway 

*Quizzes on readings to check for understanding of meaning and strategies. 

*Quizzes on vocabulary from the student list.  

 Feedback will include a review of Standard English practices, clear transitions, specific 

evidence of thesis, as well as sustained argument or point if applicable 

 

Unit 3- Conquering Our Fears (Weeks 25-36) 



 

Readings: Non-Fiction: 

Into Thin Air by John Krakauer (class set) 

Into the Wild by John Krakauer (excerpt) 

Isaac’s Storm by Erik Larson 

The Lost City of Z by James Gray (excerpt) 

Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom (excerpt) (class set) 

 

Speeches and Essays: 

Their Finest hour by Winston Churchill 

Courage Speech-ACA- by Barack Obama 

Retirement Speech by Lou Gehrig (35 Greatest Speeches in History) 

First Inaugural Address by FDR 

On Dumpster Diving by Lars Eighner (Norton P.55, 50 Essays P.146) 

On Being a Cripple by Nancy Mairs (Norton P.64, 50 Essays P. 226) 

The Blind Side by Michael Lewis (excerpt) (Norton P.342) 

Speech of Alexander the Great (35 Greatest Speeches in History) 

 

Songs and Poems: 

Hurricane by Bob Dylan 

Driven to Tears by Police 

Lucky Man by Emerson, Lake, and Palmer 

Still I Rise by Maya Angelou 

A Different Kind of Hero by Heather Griffith 

My Name Is Luka by Suzanne Vega 

 

Film and Video:  



Climate Change by Leonardo DiCaprio 

Retirement Speech by Lou Gehrig 

….Last day of Our Acquaintance by Sinead O’Connor 

The Blind Side (excerpt) Sony Pictures 

Into Thin Air by John Krakauer (Film clip) 

Ted Talks 

 

Visuals: 

Courage and Cowardice- Political Cartoons 

Metaphors in Advertising- Advertising 

 

Assessment: Synthesis/ Research Essay – Conquer or Cower (C10) 

*Writing component will include a synthesis essay based on reading selections, poems, 

speeches, and images exploring man’s eternal quest for greatness despite hardship and 

failure. The students will research, develop, and cite in MLA format their own sources while 

using the DBQ process of researching, synthesizing, and drafting as a model. A peer editing 

conference, a second draft, a teacher/student conference, a self-revision draft, and a final 

essay for evaluation will be required. 

Journal Assignments- Into Thin Air -Annotation 

Socratic Seminar-Into Thin Air vs. Into the Wild 

*Quizzes on readings to check for understanding of meaning and strategies. 

*Quizzes on vocabulary from the student list.  

*Writing component will include a narration or description essay based on the reading 

selections that will go through the writing process of drafting, a peer editing conference, a 

second draft, a teacher/student conference, a self-revision draft, and a final essay for 

evaluation. 

 Feedback will include a review of Standard English practices, clear transitions, specific 

evidence of thesis, as well as sustained argument or point if applicable 

 

Grading 



Scale:  

A = 90 – 100% 

B = 80 – 89% 

C = 70 – 79% 

D = 60 – 69% 

F = <60%   

 

 

Weighting: 

Final -10% 

Tests - 40% 

DBQs - 25% 

Homework / In-Class – 25% 

 

 

Sign and Return:  

 I (parent/guardian name), 

___________________have read the AP Language 

Syllabus with my student (student name), 

_______________ and understand the expectations 

of the class. I understand what my student is 

expected to do and accomplish during the 2021– 

2022 school year, and realize that attendance is 

mandatory. With that being said, a student may not 

miss more than eight (8) days per semester. If the 

student misses more than that, he or she will be 

taken out of the class. I also understand that I may 

reach Mr. Jones at any time at school or through 

email.  

Parent / Guardian Signature: 

        

  Date:        

Student’s Signature: 

        

  Date:       

Please provide a working phone number and/or 

email address if one is not already on file. 

        

       

       

      

AP Language 

 I (parent/guardian name),    

     , understand 

that the  AP Language class offered in the Spring 

2019 semester will contain mature political themes,  

adult language and controversial subject matter and 

give permission for my student,    

      

 , to participate in the class.  I also 

understand that the school reserves the right to 

remove my student from the AP Language class for 

any reason and will contact me before removal. 

Participation is a mandatory component of AP 

Language, so the student is required to take the AP 

Exam in May. Students are not allowed to drop the 

course after the first semester, and failure to take the 

test will result in the student failing the class, and 

paying the exam fee on their own. 

Parent / Guardian Signature: 

        

  Date:        



 

 

 

 

 

 


